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SGT. STUBBY: AN AMERICAN HERO i s  a computer-animated feature film based on
the t rue s tory of the bond between a s t ray dog and a Soldier,  set agains t  the 
backdrop of America’s  ent ry in to World War I .

With The War to End Al l  Wars  looming, a young Army “doughboy” Robert Conroy 
(Logan Lerman, “Percy Jackson & the Olympians”) has h i s  l i fe forever changed 
when a l i t t le dog wi th a s tubby tai l  wanders  in to t rain ing camp.

Conroy gives h i s  new f r iend a name, a fami ly,  and a chance to embark on the 
adventure that would define a century.

Narrated by Robert ’s  s i s ter,  Margaret (Academy Award® nominee Helena Bonham 
Carter,  “Harry Potter” ser ies) ,  S tubby and hi s  new best  f r iend quick ly find themselves
in the t renches of France and on the path to hi s tory.  

THE MOVIE
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French poi lu soldier Gaston Bapt i s te (Academy Award® nominee Gérard Depardieu, 
“Li fe of Pi”) befr iends the duo and accompanies them along thei r  epic journey 
through harsh condit ions and incredible acts  of courage.

Sgt.  S tubby’s  act ions show the wor ld the t rue meaning of dedicat ion, 
loyal ty,  and what i t  means to be an American Hero.
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As  documented in the hi s tory books but largely untold today, S tubby was no 
ordinary s t ray: he was a tenacious canine, a courageous scout,  and a fiercely 
loyal f r iend. For h i s  valorous act ions,  S tubby i s  recognized as the fir s t  dog ever 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant in the U.S.  Army and the most  decorated 
canine in American hi s tory.
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"The noi se and s t rain that 
shat tered the nerves of many
of h i s  comrades did not im-
pair  S tubby's  spi r i t s .  
Not because he was uncons-
cious of danger. Hi s  angry 
howl whi le a batt le raged 
and hi s  mad canter f rom 
one part  of the l ines to 
another indicated real izat ion. 
But he seemed to know that 
the greatest  serv ice he 
could render was comfort  
and cheerfu lness .”
THE NEW YORK TIMES

Before he was a hero, he was homeless :  unwanted, unwashed, unloved, scrounging 
for scraps on the s t reets  of New Haven, CT. Hi s  for tunes changed when he ran into 
a young Soldier t rain ing on the grounds of Yale Univers i ty  –  Pr ivate Fi r s t  Clas s  Robert  
Conroy of the 26th “Yankee” Div i s ion –  who adopted the l i t t le mutt  and named him 
Stubby for h i s  short  s tature and tai l .  When the div i s ion sh ipped of f  to France, Conroy
 smuggled him aboard the sh ip. When they were di scovered, the   scrappy l i t t le s t ray  
demonst rated hi s  mi l i tary t rain ing by salut ing the commanding officer.  

S tubby became the official  mascot of the Yankee Div i s ion and was given special  
orders  to accompany them into the f ront l ines.  S tubby saw act ion in 17 di f ferent 
batt les and was eventual ly promoted to the rank of Sergeant af ter catching a 
German spy. Af ter the war,  he cont inued tour ing around the country v i s i t ing hi s  fel low
veterans in hospi tal s ,  leading v ictory parades, meeting three s i t t ing U.S.  pres idents ,
 appearing on vaudevi l le, and serv ing as the mascot for Georgetown Univers i ty  
where he’s  credi ted wi th invent ing the hal f t ime show.

Stubby died at home in 1926 and hi s  remains were donated to the Smithsonian 
Ins t i tu t ion in Washington, D.C., where he can be v i s i ted today at the Nat ional 
Museum of American Hi s tory’s  “Pr ice of Freedom” exhibi t.
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Stubby was a real dog whose special coat and medals 
are preserved by the Smithsonian Institution and are 
currently on display at the National Museum of American 
History, Washington D.C.

Stubby managed to get all the way to France with the 
doughboys of the 102nd Infantry Regiment and served right 
alongside them, spending over 200 days on the front lines!

Stubby wasn't just a pet; he was a division mascot who 
became a guard dog and expert rat chaser.

Stubby was able to smell gas before his human counter-
parts and would raise the alarm for imminent attacks.

Stubby would run on to the battlefield to find wounded 
soldiers and bark to alert the medics of their whereabouts.

When an enemy soldier snuck in to the allied trenches,
Stubby confronted him and bit him on the behind!

Stubby fought in 17 battles and won many medals. He had 
a special coat made to pin all his awards, a gift from the
women of the Chateau-Thierry for helping to save their
town.

After the war, Stubby and Robert Conroy toured the 
country to raise funds and awareness for their fellow
veterans.

Stubby truly was man‛s best friend!

FUN FACTS
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1. American foot Soldiers were known as ‘Doughboys’. Was this
because.....

a) They were all bakers beforethey became Soldiers.

b) The brass buttons on their uniforms looked like flour dumplings.

c) All they had to eat in the trenches was fresh bread.

Test your knowledge on our trivia quiz. Some questions may need
a little research!

2. Conroy named his best friend ‘Stubby’ because....

a) He had a short stumpy tail.

b) His legs weren’t very long.

c) He was always in the way and Conroy kept stubbing his toe on 
him.

3. Pigeons played an important part in the war by....

a) Making a tasty meal when food was short.

b)Warning of attacks by flying away.
  
c) Providing pigeon post by carrying and delivering important 
messages.

4. The youngest Soldier to serve in WW1 was how old....

a) 16   b) 14   c) 13

5. The oldest Soldier to serve in WW1 was how old....

a) 76   b) 78   c) 80

Answers on page 16.

QUIZ
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They say an army marches on its stomach, help guide Stubby 
through the maze to find his awaiting meal!

DID YOU KNOW: Soldiers in the WW1 trenches lucky enough to
have a small stove - or even candles - would boil up any food

including stale biscuits or add these to the canned food provided.
Mmmmmm, sounds delicious!

MAZE
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Can you find all the words hidden in the grid below?

STUBBY
HERO
DOG
MEDAL
SOLDIER

TRENCH
BATTLE
CONROY
FRANCE
AMERICA

WORDSEARCH
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Answers on page 16.



Print the template on the following page, and use the 
instructions provided to fold and create your very own barking 
Stubby. Impress your friends with the hidden facts!

ORIGAMI STUBBY
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COLORING
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COLORING
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COLORING
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COLORING
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1. American foot soldiers were known as ‘Doughboys’ because
b) The brass buttons on their uniforms looked like flour dumplings.

*Here is Sgt. Stubby in the Smithsonian’s 
“Price of Freedom” Exhibit next to Cher 
Ami, the famous pigeon who rescued the 
Lost Battalion in October 1918.

2. Conroy named his best friend ‘Stubby’ because 
a) He had a short stumpy tail.

3. Pigeons played an important part in the war by c) Providing 
pigeon post, carrying and delivering important messages.* 

4. The youngest soldier to serve in WW1 was how old  c) 13 
His name was Sidney Lewis, and he was Britains youngest soldier.
He enlisted with the East Surrey Regiment in August 1915, five 
months after his 12th birthday, and was fighting on the Somme by 
the age of 13.

5. The oldest soldier to serve in WW1 was how old....
b) 78 and was a French Soldier, but his name is unknown.   

ANSWERS!
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CONTACT US

Book your group’s v i s i t  to the world of Sgt.  Stubby

For a screening in your hometown cinema, 
‘Sgt.  S tubby: An American Hero’ of fer s  a “dog’s  eye v iew” of 

American hi s tory perfect for groups of al l  ages.

For fur ther in format ion and bookings v i s i t  

http://www.stubbymovie.com/#group-events  
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